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NCI-SRD RESOLUTION NO. ___ series of 2024

APPROVAL OF THE BATERIA WATERSHED CONVERGENCE AREA DEVELOPMENT PLAN (CADP)
AND DIRECTING THE REGIONAL CONVERGENCE INITIATIVE TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP
(RCI TWG) CENTRAL VISAYAS TO FUND AND IMPLEMENT THE CADP FOR FY 2025-2029

WHEREAS, the Strategy Framework to Modernize Agriculture and Agribusiness, Chapter 5 of the
Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028, states that in order to achieve Outcome 4: Agricultural
Institution Strengthened, improved coordination, and convergence of government agencies in
planning, programming, and budgeting is needed;

WHEREAS, Chapter 15 of the Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028 highlights the list of
legislative agenda to accelerate climate action and strengthen disaster resilience including the
proposed Integrated Coastal Management (ICM) Act which aims to institutionalize the ICM as a
national strategy to ensure the holistic and sustainable management of various ecosystems and
natural resources through the “ridge-to-reef” approach;

WHEREAS, Joint Administrative Order (JAO) No. 01, series of 2020 (Revised JAO No. 01 Series of
2015: Strengthening the Implementation Framework for the DA-DAR-DENR-DILG NCI-SRD)
identifies the NCI-SRD as a government strategy that can contribute to inclusive growth and poverty
reduction in the countryside, through complementation of efforts of the rural development agencies;

WHEREAS, JAO No. 1, series of 2020 states that the Regional Convergence Initiative Technical
Working Group (RCI TWG) shall act as the regional arm of the National Technical Working Group
(NTWG) in providing technical assistance in the development of CADPs proposed by the local
government units (LGU) and supervising the implementation of its programs, activities, and projects

(P/A/P);

WHEREAS, NCI-SRD Resolution No. 03, Series of 2018 issued on 12 January 2018, directs the NCI-
SRD to adopt the “One Convergence Area per Region” Policy;

WHEREAS, the revised Convergence Area Development Plan (CADP) Manual of Operations,
approved under Resolution No. 2, series of 2023, underscored the importance of developing a CADP
to serve as a comprehensive plan which addresses the management of the watershed and the
ecosystem using the ridge-to-reef approach;

WHEREAS, the Bateria Watershed Convergence Area in the Central Visayas region contains one of
the critical watersheds in the country and is connected to the Tafion Strait which is a protected
seascape;

WHEREAS, the RCI TWG Central Visayas issued Resolution No.2, series of 2019 which approved the
adoption of the Bateria Watershed Convergence Area based on its poverty incidence rate and the
local government’s plan to develop the first district of Negros Oriental covering Guihulngan City;
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WHEREAS, the National Steering Committee composed of the Secretaries of DA, DAR, DENR, and
DILG and represented by their permanent alternate Undersecretaries and representatives,
convened in a regular meeting held on 30 April 2020 and agreed to approve Resolution No. 4, series
of 2020, “Directing the Regional Convergence Initiative Technical Working Group (RCI TWG) Central
Visayas to Proceed with the Preparation and Formulation of the CADP of Bateria Watershed
covering Guihulngan City”;

WHEREAS, the RCI TWG Central Visayas facilitated the conduct of a CADP Workshop in Negros
Oriental last 15-18 November 2022 in order to increase the participants’ technical knowledge on the
NCI-SRD and draft the Bateria Watershed CADP;

WHEREAS, the RCI TWG Central Visayas facilitated the conduct of a CADP Writeshop in Negros
Oriental last 20-23 June 2023 to revise and finalize the Bateria Watershed CADP;

WHEREAS, the Bateria Watershed CADP envisions a biodiverse Bateria Watershed Convergence
Area, providing a sustainable source of water and livelihood opportunities for the development of
agricultural enterprises and empowering communities while ensuring ecological integrity, a clean,
and healthy environment;

WHEREAS, the Bateria Watershed CADP conveys the framework for the development of the Bateria
Watershed by DA-DAR-DENR-DILG and other stakeholders for the sustainable goals of poverty
reduction and increase in income for the small farmers, small fisherfolk, upland dwellers, and
indigenous peoples in the convergence area;

WHEREAS, the NCI-SRD NTWG, composed of the National Focal Person (NFP) and Chairpersons of
the four Component Working Groups (CWGs) convened in a regular meeting held on 8 November
2023 and agreed to endorse the Bateria Watershed Convergence Area Development Plan (CADP) of
RCI TWG Central Visayas to the NCI-SRD National Steering Committee (NSC), after final technical
review;

WHEREAS, the NCI-SRD NSC, composed of the Secretaries of DA, DAR, DENR, and DILG and
represented by their permanent alternate Undersecretaries and representatives, convened in a
meeting held on 13 March 2024 and approved the funding and implementation of the Bateria
Watershed CADP;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in view of the foregoing, the NSC hereby RESOLVES to approve the
Bateria Watershed Convergence Area Development Plan (CADP) and direct the RCI TWG Central
Visayas to fund and implement the same from FY 2025 to 2029.

@ 2nd floor, Bureau of Soils and Water Management, Visayas Avenue
corner Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City
% (632) 8928 8741 to 64 local 2275 or (632) 8681 7308

ncisrd@da.gov.ph ncisrd.da.gov.{® ' =
{ #acebook.com/nationalconvergence @I!.B,Ci CONVERGENCE WORKS!




Republic of the Philippines
DA - DAR - DENR - DILG

National Convergence Initiative for Sustainable Rural
Development (NCI-SRD)

RESOLUTION

FNGR. R

Reference Code:

NCI-SRD_FR_027_2

Reference No.:

Page No.:

30f3

2nd floor, Bureau of Soils and Water Management, Visayas Avenue
corner Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City
(] (632) 8928 8741 to 64 local 2275 or (632) 8681 7308

ncisrd@da.gov.ph ncisrd.da.gov.
3acebook.com/nationalconvergence @nff}d




