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PASS IT FORWARD 
How Bayanihan saved Antique Convergence Area Farmers during the Pandemic 

   by:  RCI TWG Western Visayas 

 
he spirit of solidarity 
or "bayanihan" trans-
cends as farmers and 

farming communities in 
the convergence areas 
took with their own hands 
to grapple with the far-
reaching impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic 
through partaking into a 
community pantry. These 
farming communities aim 
to alleviate the plight of 
the marginalized sector in 
agriculture and uphold the 
bayanihan spirit.  
 
KAMAPAT president and 
general manager, Henry 
Doliguez said they initiated 
the move to pay forward 
the interventions and sup-
port they received from 
the Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) and other gov-
ernment agencies in ad-
dressing the varied con-
cerns of Patnongon farm-
ers from production to 
marketing aspects.  
 
He also expressed grati-
tude to the Municipal Agri-
culture Office, headed by 
Bernardita Salvador, and 
the 36 farmers and irriga-
tors’ associations in Pat-
nongon for supporting the 
cause in ensuring food se-
curity down to the baran-
gay level. 
 
KAMAPAT is one of the 
prosperous farmers’ organ-
izations in Western Visa-
yas. It is also a  positive 
result of the convergence 
initiatives among national 

T 

Since its establishment a year and a half ago, KAMAPAT 
has been steadily advancing its growth in establishing a 
sustainable marketing system. They attributed their 
progress to the interventions of the DA, Korea Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (KOICA), and provincial and 
local government units.  

 
“More than a year in our opera-
tions, we generated savings to 
procure another unit of a truck 
that will be used in the hauling 
of farmers’ products even from 
the most remote barangays in 
Patnongon to the BTC,” added 
Doliguez.  
 
He said that providing logistic  
support is necessary for farmers to save on expenses and ease the struggle of hauling 
their products to the market, thus increasing their net income in farming.  
 
Doliguez also mentioned that the initial ₱500,000.00 KADIWA fund they accessed from 
the DA through the Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance Division furthered their pa-
lay trading and buying of ‘pinakbet’ or lowland vegetables from Patnongon farmers.  
 
DA Western Visayas Regional Executive Director Remelyn Recoter lauded the manage-
ment of KAMAPAT for establishing a community pantry.  “This is the organization’s way 
of giving back to the community. It started with FC member farmers in Patnongon, and 
the whole of the Province of Antique and also other parts of Panay Island are following 
their steps,” Recoter said. ### 

KAMAPAT Community Pantry 

“..generated savings to 

procure another unit of 

a truck that will be 

used in the hauling of 

farmers” 

Some of the goods in the Community Pantry 
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DA RFO SOCCSKSARGEN led Food Subsidy Distribution to Farmers, IPs amidst Pandemic 
by:  Justin Aquino, RCI TWG SOCCSKSARGEN 

ore and more farmers and 
fisherfolk in Region 12 have 
benefited from food and 

financial assistance from the Baya-
nihan to Recover as One Act 
(Bayanihan 2) of the government. 
 
On January 28 in the City of Koron-
adal, the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) 12, together with the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples 
(NCIP), Philippine Coconut Authority 
(PCA), Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources 12, led the distri-
bution of Cash and Food Subsidy for 
Marginal Farmers and Fisherfolk 
(CFSMFF) for the identified benefi-
ciaries from South Cotabato and Sul-
tan Kudarat Province.  

M 

Distribution of Cash and Food Subsidy 

The said implementing agencies pro-
vided cash assistance worth Php 
3,000 and food items worth Php 
2,000 to 351 eligible farmers, fisher-
folk and Indigenous Peoples (IPs) 
affected by the global pandemic.  
 
In his message, DA 12 Regional Exec-
utive Director Arlan Mangelen said 
that this program could also help and 
give market support to the local pro-
ducers of rice, chicken and eggs in 
the region. 
 
 

“Kayo po ang sumasagip sa ating 
mga mamamayan ngayon. Ang DA 
ay naghahatid ng tulong sa inyo 
upang masiguro nating maka-
recover at maka-survive ang ating 
bansa laban sa pandaigdigang pan-
demya,” said DA RFO Director Man-
gelen. 
 
On the other hand, South Cotabato 
Governor Reynaldo Tamayo, Jr. 
commended all the government 
agencies that initiated the CFSMFF 
Program.  
 
“Sa ganitong paraan ay talagang 
naipararating natin nang tama at 
maayos ang mga programa para sa 
ating mga magsasaka at  

he Regional Convergence Initia-
tive Bicol (RCI Bicol) spearhead-
ed the Training on Pili Propaga-

tion and Nursery Establishment 
(Inarching and Grafting) for farmers 
on March 8-9, 2021, at the Sorsogon 
State College (SSC). 
 
Department of Agriculture-5 Regional 
Technical Director for Research and 
Regulations and Regional Conver-
gence Initiative-5 for Sustainable Ru-
ral Development Focal Person Dr. 
Edgar R. Madrid said that the farmer-
participants are beneficiaries of the 
Convergence Area Development Plan 
(CADP) Area of Pili Watershed in Cas-
tilla in Sorsogon Province that re-
ceived interventions from DA, De-
partments of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR), Agrarian Re-
form (DAR) and the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG). 
 
Castilla Municipal Agriculturist Mari-
lyn M. Quinoñes hoped that the 
knowledge gained by the participants 
would benefit the growing pili indus-
try in their municipality. The training 
was part of the DOST-funded pro-
gram led by the Bicol University to 
increase the pili production in the 
area. 

T 

 mangingisda. Ang natatanging 
paraan upang mapaunlad ang 
ekonomiya ng bansa ngayon ay nak-
asalalay sa sektor ng agrikultura at 
pangisdaan.”  
 
The activity was also graced by DA 
Assistant Secretary for Agribusiness 
and Marketing Kristine Evangelista, 
NCIP 12 Regional Director Michael 
Mamukid, PCA Acting Regional Di-
rector Danilo Corpus, PCA Provincial 
Manager Nerio Garcia, Department 
of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) 12 Regional Director  

Cezario Espejo, Department of Trade 
and Industry 12 Representative Ria 
Hallarsis and Technical Education and 
Skills Development Authority 12 Rep-
resentative Mark Tarroza. 
  
In Region 12, the CFMFF targets to 
benefit 46,591 farmers, fishers and 
IPs this 2021. ### 

RCI Bicol spearheads Pili  
Propagation Training for 

Farmers 
By: Jayson Gonzales, RCI TWG 

Bicol 
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“Dakul palan an mga paagi nin pagpapadakul nin pili na 
pananom bako lang sa bunga kaini (I am surprised that 
there are a lot of methods in propagating pili aside from 
the fruit itself),” said farmer participant Jake Marticio. 
 
Farmer Gerardo Macedonio, 54, of Barangay San Isidro, 
said that this training would help him produce more pili 
trees through inarching and grafting. He added that his 
only knowledge of propagation is through its seeds. He 
has a 1.2-ha farm with 20 pili trees. 
 
BCAARRD Director Dr. Marissa N. Estrella cited that the 
Pili NICER Program will benefit all stakeholders of the pili 
industry. She considered the participants as their part-
ners in realizing their goal of increasing the yield and pro-
duction of the pili industry and eventually improving the 
quality of life of the farmers in marginal farming commu-
nities in the Bicol region. 

Photo taken during the MOU signing on February 19, 2021. (From right to left) Mr. Theodore 
L. Robillos of Team FOCUS, San Jose, Tarlac Hon. Mayor Romeo G. Capitulo, Hon.Rico B. 

Geron, CEO of SIDC, & Ms. Lordelyn S. Dela Cruz representative of DA-RFO III. 

Pili propagation 

DA, Devt’ Cooperative and LGU, Partnered in Agribusiness Projects in Central Luzon 

by:  RCI TWG Central Luzon 

he Department of Ag-
riculture Regional 
Field Office (DA RFO) 

in Central Luzon sees that 
development cooperatives 
are game-changers to en-
sure the success of agri-
business projects in the 
country. With this belief, 
DA RFO III sealed a deal 
with Soro-Soro Ibaba De-
velopment Cooperative 
(SIDC) and the Local Gov-
ernment Unit (LGU) of San 
Jose, Tarlac, in a joint 
effort to drive commercial-
ize agriculture in the re-
gion. 

 
SIDC, one of the successful 
cooperatives in the coun-
try, signed the Memoran-
dum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Local Gov-
ernment Unit (LGU) of San 
Jose, Tarlac,  DA-RFO III, 
and Team FOCUS Resource 
Development Consultants, 
Inc. on February 19, 2021, 
at the SIDC Springs   

T 

Mountain Resort, Sorosoro Ibaba, Batangas City, Batangas. Areas of collaboration in 
the MOU include: (1) Keeping open lines of communication with all parties to discuss 
opportunities for collaboration to promote the welfare of the small lot farmers and 
farmworkers, and (2) Where an activity may give rise to obligations between the par-
ties, a separate and legally binding agreement must be entered into for each activity 
before it is undertaken. 
 

The MOU also directs the partners to identify areas for collaboration, such as estab-
lishing livestock farms, animal feed production, and corn production, promoting rural 
development in San Jose, Tarlac through livelihood initiatives, and sharing docu-
ments and relevant business and technical information to ensure enterprise success 
and profitability. This MOU is just a start of collaboration for agribusiness ventures 
but a legal document that will facilitate its realization for the welfare of the people of 
San Jose, Tarlac. ### 

The training was conducted by the Bicol Consortium of 
Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural Resources Research and 
Development (BCAARRD), in coordination with the Re-
gional Convergence Initiative (RCI) Bicol. ### 
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Carood Watershed Celebrates Ocean Month 

by:  RCI TWG Central Visayas 

espite the pandemic, the Carood Watershed Coun-

cil, together with other agencies and non-

government organizations, celebrated the 'Month of the 

Ocean' last May 31, 2021, at Quinale Beach Resort, Bo-

hol. 

The Zoological Society of London Philippines (ZSL), 

through the ProCoast Project, conducted the  Month of 

the Ocean with a Sub-Theme "Let Us Regenerate Our 

Ocean, Let Science Be Our Guide." The ProCoast Project 

aims for "sustainable coastal protection through biodiver-

D 

Suba People's Organization with the barangay council partici-

pating in the clean-up of the Anda coastline 

Mayor Metodio Amper expressed his gratitude to ZSL for 

making the municipality of Anda the focal site of the criti-

cal event, which commemorates the economic benefits of 

the coastal areas by reviving the local economy in this 

time of the pandemic. 

Other vital personalities who joined the celebration were 

ProCoast Project Manager Elenio Yap, GIZ Philippines Rep-

resentative Franca Sprong, Bohol OIC-PENRO Ariel N. Rica, 

Talibon CENRO Elpidio Palaca, and ProCoast Milestone 

Executive Director Francis Batoy, among others. 

It is noted that the Regional Convergence Initiative for 

Sustainable Rural Development (RCI-SRD7) advances the 

ridge-to-reef approach in developing the countryside.  

### 

Anda coastline 
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nurse turned farmer and presi-

dent of Kalipunan ng mga Mag-

sasaka ng Patnongon (KAMAPAT), 

Henry Michael “Boy” Doliguez, re-

layed that their primary aim is to shift 

farmers’ glance at agriculture as a 

profitable enterprise. Farmers in Pat-

nongon, Antique decry soaring prices 

of farm inputs, low availability of free 

seeds and fertilizer, and plunging 

farm-gate value of their hard-labored 

commodities. KAMAPAT inculcated in 

the perspectives of every Patnongon 

farmer the need to treat farming as a 

business to gain economic upheaval 

in their communities. Formed in De-

cember 2018, KAMAPAT had ever 

since extending production and mar-

keting help for farmers to upscale 

their farming pursuits. 

 

“The KAMAPAT, just like the other 

federation of farmers, in the begin-

ning, was struggling in finding means 

and opportunities that would help 

the farmers in Patnongon. We start-

ed by organizing the officers and hav-

ing a partnership ... continued on p6 

A 

Mt. Balatukan CADP Launching, a Success! 
By CSeraspe, RCI TWG Northern Mindanao 

Convergence Initiatives 
Drove Farm Organization, 

KAMAPAT to Transform  
Patnongon 

By RCI TWG Western Visayas 

o provide a framework for the advancement of the Mt. Balatukan Clus-

ter, the Regional Convergence Initiative for Sustainable Rural Develop-

ment (RCI-SRD) launched the Mt. Balatukan Range Cluster Convergence 

Area Development Plan (CADP) on March 11, 2021, at Lunotan, Gingoog City, 

Misamis Oriental.  
“Malaki ang pasasalamat 

namin sa DA dahil hindi lang 

kami binigyan ng isda kung 

hindi tinuruan din kami kung 

paano mangisda.”  

T 

CADP Launching with DAR Secretary John Castriciones and Governor Bambi Emano 

The CI team with the Department of Agriculture (DA) as the lead convenor, 

together with the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR), Department of Envi-

ronment and Natural Resources (DENR), and Department of the Interior and 

Local Government (DILG), prepared the CADP intending to have improved 

ecological integrity and prosperity, intensified eco-tourism and agroforestry 

development and strengthened communities within the cluster.  

Claveria Mayor Meraluna S. Abrogar expressed her hopes to resolve issues on 

illegal land conversion with establishments sprouting in their town due to 

booming tourism with the development plan.  

Mt. Balatukan Range 
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CONVERGENCE INITIATIVES.. 

...continued from p5 

with the different offices, particularly 

the DA and KOICA, that provided us 

enhanced ways of farming,” he add-

ed. 

 

The Department of Agriculture (DA), 

the Department of Agrarian Reform 

(DAR), the Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources (DENR), 

and Department of Interior and Local 

Government (DILG) worked comple-

mentarily to attain a more efficient 

way of managing and using land and 

coastal resources in Antique. Through 

the National Convergence Initiatives 

for Sustainable Rural Development 

(NCI-SRD), they carried careful plan-

ning and projections to create a more 

solid project framework for develop-

ing farming and fishery sectors in the 

province. For years, the NCI-SRD 

strong collaborations paved the way 

for the smooth implementation of 

the Korea International Cooperation 

Agency’s (KOICA) Panay Island Up-

land Sustainable Rural Development 

(PIU-SRDP) in Antique. 

“We do not want our farmers and 

consumers to be abused further by 

the middlemen and traders. We are 

grateful to DA and KOICA for se-

lecting our town as among the recipi-

ents of the Bayanihan Tipon Center 

She also extended her gratitude to the cluster towns that worked for the pro-

tection, preservation, and prosperity of the province's environment.  

Meanwhile, DAR Secretary, Atty. John R. Castriciones committed to working 

hand-in-hand with the local governments and other agencies to protect the 

Balatukan Range.  

Misamis Oriental Governor Yevgeny Vincente B. Emano is hopeful that the 

CADP will utilize the available resources appropriately, significantly benefiting 

the people in the province.  

“I hope that with the synergy that we are doing, we will be able to advance 

what our people need, and we will be able to protect the future of the next 

generation as we protect the last frontier, which is the Mt. Balatukan. We 

have to work together if we want to see a better future for Misamis Oriental,” 

Gov. Emano added. 

In a message delivered by DA-10 Regional Executive Director Carlene C. Colla-

do, DA Undersecretary for Special Concerns, Waldo R. Carpio said that the 

Agri department is committed to strengthening regional efforts and enabling 

the environment to accelerate the implementation of the Mt. Balatukan 

Range CADP to achieve its goals.  

“The CI emphasized sending poverty and hunger, achieving food security, im-

proving nutrition, and promoting sustainable agriculture. Further, to take ac-

tion to combat climate change and its impact, and for the conservation and 

sustainability of our resources aside from its protection and restoration,” he 

emphasized. 

“Together, let us build a stronger platform in helping us in making progress 

for the Mt. Balatukan Range cluster,” he concluded.  

Constituting the cluster are Balingasag, Balingoan, Binuangan, Claveria, Ki-

noguitan, Lagonglong, Magsaysay, Medina, Salay, Sugboncogon, Talisayan, 

and Gingoog City, all from the province of Misamis Oriental. ### 

Signing of the manifesto of support “We do not want our farmers 

and consumers to be abused 

further by the middlemen 

and traders.”  
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Barangay Canjela is a sloping area in the municipality of 

Castilla in Sorsogon. Hence, Barangay Captain Mariano 

Lorilla Jr. considered the Training on Sloping Agricultural 

Land Technology (SALT) 1 for CBFM-POs and other stake-

holders as an answered prayer. The training, which DENR 

Bicol conducted on April 20-23, 2021, aims to solve the 

dilemma of his constituents who are beset with imperfect 

agricultural produce brought by erosion caused by heavy 

rains and typhoons. 

 

“Dakulang tabang ining training sa mga paraoma kan Can-

jela (This training is a big help to the  farmers of Canjela),” 

said Lorilla. 

This four-day training is in line with implementing the 

Community-based Forest Management-Comprehensive 

Agrarian Reform Program (CBFM-CARP) of the Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in 

Bicol. It is an attribution to the National Convergence  

Initiative in implementing the Convergence Area Develop-

ment Plan (CADP)  within the Pili Watershed in Castilla, 

Sorsogon. 

(BTC) that now functions as the consolidation and marketing hub for both upland and lowland products of our farm-

ers,” said Doliguez. 
 

With the initial trading capital from KOICA, BTC Patnongon has been buying palay, corn, copra, root crops, and vegeta-

bles produced by the farmers in lowland and upland areas in the town and neighboring localities. 
 

Certainly, KAMAPAT will continue to cascade best practices and multiply the privileges and support they gained from 

the DA and other agencies. Their vision of helping the communities grow amid the global health emergency and other 

sectoral concerns guides them. 

 

NCI-SRD helped not only the farmer-members of the KAMAPAT in the marketing aspect. It also laid the foundation for 

the construction of the Agricultural Tramline System in one barangay in Patnongon. The tramline funded and put up by 

the DA’s Philippine Center for Postharvest Development and Mechanization (PhilMech) had eased the hauling of vari-

ous farm products from the hinterlands to the BTC Patnongon. Likewise, the DA, DAR, DENR, DILG, and the Bureau of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, with the support of the Patnongon municipal government, sustain the mangrove re-

habilitation project in several barangays, which aided in improving the environmental biodiversity and increasing the 

availability of coastal resources. NCI-SRD led innovations in Patnongon, and it adheres to the locality’s attempt to se-

cure food adequacy through the ridge-to-reef framework. ### 

Convergence Strategy Inspired SALT Training to Help Sorsogon farmers Deal with Erosion 
By Jayson Gonzales, RCI TWG Bicol 

From left: Barangay Councilor Alvin Mendenilla of Maypangi; 
Barangay Captain Mariano Lorilla Jr. of Canjela and Barangay 
Captain Nerio Buenaobra of San Isidro in the training 

According to DENR Bicol Senior Ecosystems Management 
Specialist Judy Oliquino, the training will enhance the 
skills of CBFM-People’s Organizations on sustainable up-
land farming and promote strong partnership among 
convergence agencies. Continued on p9 

“sustainable upland farming” 
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DA SOCCSKSARGEN BESO Program Delivers P878K Livelihood Projects to IPs in Sultan 
Kudarat 

      by: RCI TWG SOCCSKSARGEN 

he Department of Agriculture 

(DA) 12 has brought its agricul-

tural services closer to the far-flung 

communities in Kalamansig, Sultan 

Kudarat. 

 

The Barangay Extension Service Op-

eration (BESO) Program, a brainchild 

of DA 12 Regional Executive Director 

(RED) Arlan Mangelen, delivered over 

Php878 thousand worth of farm in-

puts to the Indigenous Peoples (IPs) 

of Brgy. Sta. Clara. 

T 

Together with the DA’s attached bureaus and agencies, 6th Infantry Division, 37th Infantry Battalion, Koronadal City 

Eagles Club (KCEC), Sultan Kudarat State University, and local government unit of Kalamansig, RED Arlan Mangelen led 

the said distribution of interventions. 

 

These livelihood projects include hybrid corn and vegetable seeds, urea and organic fertilizers, planting materials, gar-

den tools, sheep, carabao, upgraded goats, tilapia fingerlings and fishing materials, mushroom production, and food 

processing training, and food packs.  

 

In his keynote speech, RED Mangelen said that the BESO Program would help the agency reach out to more communi-

ties and stakeholders of the Agri department in Region 12. "Ang rason kung bakit natin binuo ang BESO Program ay 

upang maramdaman ng ating mga kababayan ang serbisyo ng ating gobyerno. Gusto nating ipakita kung paano maka-

tutulong sa kanila ang ating mga proyekto," said RED Mangelen. “Isa ang BESO Program sa mga magagandang inisyati-

bo ng DA 12 upang masigurong magiging food-secure ang bawat barangay sa ating rehiyon," he added 

 

The official also discussed to the IPs the "8 Paradigms and 12 Key Strategies to Level Up Agriculture" of DA Secretary 

William Dar and urged them to register to the Registry System for Basic Sectors in Agriculture, the DA’s electronic com-

pilation of basic information on farmers, farm laborers, and fishers. 

 

"Mas maraming makikinabang ngayon sa ating mga programa at proyekto... Wala pong magsasaka at mangingisda ang 

mapag-iiwanan sa ating rehiyon," he said. 

 

To further promote milk as one of the agricultural commodities that could address malnutrition among children, a cer-

emonial toast of milk was also made during the turn-over ceremony. ### 

Distribution of farm inputs 
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Castilla Agricultural Technician 

Michelle Nuylan said that SALT would 

greatly benefit the upland farmers in 

their production and soil conserva-

tion activities. Moreover, a well-laid-

out sloping area will be appealing to 

the community and can be used to 

attract local tourists. 

 

In support of this training, the De-

partment of Agriculture Bicol (DA-

Bicol) provided the participants with 

Pili Seedlings, Pineapple suckers, IEC 

materials, corn, vegetable seeds, Cas-

sava, and Sweet Potato cuttings to be 

used in their farms. 

 

DA-Bicol Agricultural Programs Coor-

dinating Officer for Albay and Sorso-

gon Florentino D. Ubalde Jr. assured 

the participants that DA will always 

support their initiatives. 

 

"An mga miyembros kan RCI arog kan 

DA, Departments of Environment 

...continued from p7 

CONVERGENCE STRATEGY INSPIRED.. 

Bicol University Professor Antonio Padayao Jr. discusses SALT  

DENR Bicol Senior Ecosystems Management Specialist Judy Oliquino explains the  
objectives of the training 

and Natural Resources (DENR), 

Agrarian Reform (DAR) asin Interior 

and Local Government (DILG) sa 

pakikipagtabangan sa saindong local 

na gobyerno nagmamawot na 

maparahay an saindong pagkabuhay 

dawa igwang pandemya," said 

Ubalde. 

 

"The offices of DA, DENR, DAR, DILG, 

and LGU hoped that through these 

interventions, the farmers' communi-

ties would be better despite the pan-

demic," said Ubalde.  

 

The training included topics on Agro-

Forestry Concepts and Principles, 

Upland Farming Systems in the Phil-

ippines, SALT’s Approach to Sustaina-

ble Farming, SALT: An Agroforestry 

Scheme, Various Forms of SALT and 

Advantages of SALT Farming, Adapta-

bility of SALT to Varying Conditions, 

Assessing Usefulness of Indigenous 

and Locally Adopted Trees for Agro-

forestry, Guidelines in Selection of 

Species, and A-Frame Preparation/

Making. A practicum and action plan-

ning capped the training. The training 

was participated by 50 farmers, ba-

rangay captains, and local agricultur-

al technicians and foresters from the 

municipality. ### 
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The flower beach in Anda, Bohol, is one of the major attractions 

in Carood (Photo Credit: PIA) 

arood boasts not only of the presence of a strong convergence but also its natural beauty. Below are some of the 

major attractions in Carood. C 

The Beauty of Carood Convergence Area 

by: RCI TWG Central Visayas 

The panoramic view in Alicia, Bohol, is ideal for mountain trek-

king. This view is often featured in various travel magazines, tv 

segments, and blogs  (Photo Credit: PIA) 

The stunning beauty of Carood, together with the syner-

gized efforts of the RCI-SRD7 and the CWFMC, deserves 

to be in the spotlight. ### 

The Can-umantad falls in Candijay, Bohol, is a must-visit for its 

peculiar beauty. (Photo Credit: PIA) 

The Ubay Agri-park is a vast agricultural area with awesome  

views of the Capayas dam. (Photo Credit: PIA) 

The serenity of the mangrove forest in Candijay is a favorite 

place for boating and kayaking among locals and foreigners. 

(Photo Credit: PIA) 
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NCI-SRD Uplifts Community Spirit, Sorsogon CADP a Success 

by: RCI TWG Bicol 

efore implementing 

the NCI-SRD Conver-

gence Area Development 

Plan (CADP) in the munici-

pality of Castilla in Sorsogon, 

the area was surrounded by 

communities composed of 

upland dwellers, farmers, 

and fisherfolk who were 

considered adequately poor 

and lacking environmental 

awareness. The people 

were not trained to follow 

proper solid waste disposal 

protocols and were prone to practice ille-

gal logging. Farmers were also not recep-

tive to new agricultural technologies to 

improve their production, thus affecting 

their income. 

 

Pili watershed in Sitio Minanticaan covers 

13 barangays in the municipality of Cas-

tilla. It is located in the barangays of Can-

jela, Maypangi, La Union, Milagrosa, San 

Isidro, San Rafael, Maracabac, Monte Car-

melo, Oras, Dancalan, Poblacion, Bagala-

yad and Libtong. The river systems of Pili 

and Malbog comprises the watershed. 

 

To improve the lives of the communities 

and protect their natural resources from 

further degradation, DA-DAR-DENR-DILG 

started to implement their existing pro-

jects and programs to the beneficiaries in 

Castilla. 

 

The DA conducted training on mushroom 

production and recently partnered with 

the Bicol University in introducing new pili 

propagation techniques to farmers and 

students.  

B 

They also distributed assorted vegeta-

ble seeds, camote cuttings, cassava 

stalks, palay seeds, corn, corn sheller, 

garden tools, fertilizers, native chick-

ens, and swine. 

The communities of Maypangi and 

Canjela participated in the tree 

planting activities of the DENR, while 

the DILG implemented their Saline 

Tubig Project in the barangays of 

Libtong and Bagalayag. 

 

Aside from these initiatives of the NCI-

SRD agencies, the LGU of Castilla par-

ticipated in monitoring, assisting, and 

evaluating the communities to sustain 

the program. Because of the close co-

ordination and consistent communica-

tion with the LGU, regional representa-

tives of the national agencies shared 

that the implementation of their pro-

grams in the communities sailed 

smoothly, and the beneficiaries were 

grateful and open for change. ### 

 

 

Beneficiaries of fertilizers, vegetable seeds, and garden tools 

together with the LGU pose for posterity 
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