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DA RFO SOCCSKSARGEN EXTENDS HELP TO IP COMMUNITIES IN LAKE SEBU, SOUTH COTABATO 
by:  Justin Aquino, RCI TWG SOCCSKSARGEN 

 
he Department of 
Agriculture Regional 

Field Office (DA RFO) 
SOCCSKSARGEN  has dis-
tributed agricultural 
goods and farm inputs to 
selected Indigenous Peo-
ples (IP) communities at 
Sitio Lamsaboy, Brgy. 
Lamfugon, Lake Sebu, 
South Cotabato in light 
of COVID-19. 
 
“We need to support and 
empower our IP commu-
nities during this time of 
a global pandemic be-
cause that’s one of our 
thrusts as an agency,” 
DA SOCCSKSARGEN Re-
gional Executive Direc-
tor, Arlan Mangelen, 
said.  

 
In his talk, Director Man-
gelen has also urged the 
community to support 
the Plant, Plant, Plant 
Program of the Depart-
ment by boosting their 
production of local vege-
tables and other crops. 

T 

Lake Sebu Municipal Agriculturist, Zaldy Artacho, has lauded the efforts of DA 
SOCCSKSARGEN in reaching out to the B’laan tribe in the municipality saying 
“this project could really help the community to start growing their own food.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meanwhile, DA SOCCSKSARGEN personnel also served an adlay-based delicacy 
to the IPs to promote the crop as a healthy and staple food. At the same time, a 
profitable crop for the farmers. 
 
Since 2019, their locality has been adopted by the DA SOCCSKSARGEN’s Re-
search and Development Division as an Adlay on-farm seed production site in 
SOCCSKSARGEN and one of the convergence areas of the National Convergence 
Initiative for Sustainable Rural Development (NCI-SRD). ### 

DA RFO SOCCSKSARGEN distributing the interventions to the IPs of Sitio Lamsaboy 

Director Arlan Mangelen speaking with the IPs of Sitio Lamsaboy 

 
“We need to support 

and empower our IP 

communities. It is 

one of our thrusts as 

an agency.” 
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DA TURNS OVER LIVESTOCK INTERVENTIONS TO ANTIQUE 
FARMER-BENEFICIARIES 

by:  RCI TWG Western Visayas 

he DA Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for the Visayas 
(OASV) headed by ASec. Han-

sel O. Didulo, together with Mr. 
Emerson Ogatis of Antique Re-
search Outreach Station, and 
Mayor Gerry C. Necor of Barbaza, 
Antique distributed 50 native 
chickens and 50 trichantera 
planting materials to Las Palmas 
Farmers Association on October 
2, 2020, in Barbaza, Antique.  
 
During the turn-over, Asec. Didulo 

urged the beneficiaries to take 

care of the interventions given by 

DA which will surely have a huge 

impact especially on the farmers 

during this time of a pandemic. 

T 

ASec. Hansel O. Didulo, DA Assistant Secretary for the Visayas with Mr. Emerson  
Ogatis of Antique Research Outreach Station and Mayor Gerry C. Necor of Barbaza,  

Antique 

Meanwhile, Mayor Gerry C. Necor 
expressed his gratitude to the De-
partment for the interventions 
received that will benefit the 
farmers of Barbaza, Antique. 
 
“The agriculture sector proves to 
be the backbone of our communi-
ty, especially during trying times. 

We thank Secretary William Dar 
for the assistance he is giving our 
farmers. Mabuhay ka, Sec!” 
 
This initiative is continuously be-
ing conducted by DA Western 
Visayas and spearheaded by 
OASV to assist farmers during 
this pandemic situation while 
gearing towards "Masaganang 
Ani at Mataas na Kita". ### 

“The agriculture sector 
proves to be the backbone 

of our community, espe-
cially during trying times. 
We thank Secretary Wil-

liam Dar for the assistance 
he is giving our farmers. 

Mabuhay ka, Sec!” 

NCI-SRD AWAITS NEW  
CONVERGENCE AREA IN  

LEYTE 
by:  Francisco Rosaroso, RCI TWG 

Eastern Visayas 

he National Convergence 
Initiative for Sustainable Ru-
ral Development (NCI-SRD) 

awaits new convergence area in 
the municipality of  MacArthur, 
Leyte. 
 
With one Local Convergence Agro-
Enterprise Cluster (LCAEC) in 
Javier and the approved Conver-
gence Area Development Plan 
(CADP) proposal of the municipali-
ty of Abuyog, MacArthur, Leyte is 
targeted to be the third conver-
gence area in the province alone. 
 
The Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Office (DA RFO) 
Eastern Visayas under the leader-
ship of Regional Executive Direc-
tor (RED) and former NCI-SRD Na-
tional Focal Person, Angel C. En-
riquez, supported the municipality 
in the drafting of its comprehen-
sive plan. 
 
Said comprehensive plan is a pre-
requisite before any possible site 
is officially adopted or treated as a 
pilot area for convergence initia-
tive. This is a strategy to strength-
en local government units toward 
improved governance and opti-
mized use of its available re-
sources. 

“We see the potential of 

MacArthur to be a  

convergence area and to be 

a site of development.” 

T 
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“We see the potential of MacArthur to be a conver-
gence area and to be a site of development. We 
commit to supporting the municipality in every step 
of the way,” RED Enriquez said. 
 
It may be recalled that MacArthur, is one of the 
three other municipalities in Leyte which have long 
been identified by the national government as an-
other potential expansion area of the popularly re-
nowned municipal-based convergence model found 
in Javier, Leyte. Other targeted towns include Abuy-
og and Mahaplag.  
 
MacArthur's CADP will still undergo a series of re-
view and evaluation starting at the regional level 
under the joint scrutiny of the DA, DAR, DENR, and 
DILG before it will be finally endorsed to the Nation-
al Steering Committee for approval. ### 

Bamboo products display 

Endorsement of the MacArthur CADP for review and evaluation 

BAMBOO-tiful MORNING AS DENR CELEBRATES WORLD BAMBOO DAY 
by:  DENR Central Luzon Regional Public Affairs Office 

he Department of 
Environment and 

Natural Resources 
(DENR) enjoins the 
world in celebration of 
the World Bamboo Day. 
This year’s theme, 
“Pamanang Kawayan: 
Luntiang Ginto ng 
Kabataan,” bears the 
economic importance of 
bamboo products, as 
well as its environmental 
significance on climate 
change mitigation. 
 
Known as the "poor 

man's lumber," bamboo 

has transformed into a 

"green gold" resource 

because of its increasing 

value in the global econ-

omy and its sustainabil-

ity as among  the fastest-

growing and versatile 

T “Pamanang Kawayan: Luntiang  Ginto ng Kabataan”  

forest products. 
 
DENR Secretary, Roy Cimatu, eyes bamboo species as an effective resource to 
rehabilitate degraded forestlands, and likewise promotes the development of 
sustainable bamboo plantations for the wood industry. 
 
Aside from its extensive use in the construction and handicraft industry, bam-
boos are naturally pesticide-resistant and help to rebuild eroded soil. Studies 
also reveal that they absorb a high amount of carbon dioxide and emit high 
levels of oxygen. 
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Research shows that there are 62 bamboo species in the Philippines. Of these, 
21 are considered endemic to the country. In Central Luzon alone, there are 
more than 12,470 hectares of bam-
boo plantations established since 
2012 under the DENR’s National 
Greening Program. 
 
In support of the global celebration 
of Bamboo Day, the DENR launched  
an exhibit at the regional office lob-
by to promote the various uses and 
benefits of bamboo including the 
products that can be made out of 
this grass species. The bamboo display was participated in by Community-Based 
Forest Management (CBFM) program beneficiaries, including the Agroforestry 
Farmers Association (AFA) in Barangay Lubigan, San Jose, Tarlac. 

Bamboo Key Chains 

AFA is the chosen benefi-
ciary of the Agro-
Enterprise Cluster and 
Agribusiness Develop-
ment Component of the 
Regional Convergence 
Initiative (RCI). Some of 
their bamboo products 
include key chains, win-
nowing basket, coin 
bank, and other bamboo 
crafts. Their products are 
sold at the Monasteryo 
de Tarlac in San Jose, 
Tarlac. ### 

DA NORTHERN MINDANAO HANDS OVER P6.3-M AGRI INTERVENTIONS TO  
LANAO DEL NORTE LGU 

by:  Azbie Talib, RCI TWG Northern Mindanao 

APATAGAN, LANAO DEL NORTE— Department 

of Agriculture Regional Field Office (DA RFO) 

Northern Mindanao Regional Executive Direc-

tor, Carlene C. Collado, formally handed over to the 

Provincial Government of Lanao del Norte the P4.8 

million fully operational seeds warehouse and P1.5 

million drone sprayer. 

K
Turn-over and Acceptance Ceremony of the seed warehouse and drone sprayer 

Construction of the warehouse and provision of the 
drone sprayer are funded under the DA's National 
Rice Program. Granting of the drone sprayer is part 
of DA Northern Mindanao’s farm modernization pro-
jects in the region. The sprayer is useful in auto-
mating fertilizer application in rice fields at 5-10 
minutes per hectare field capacity.  

      ...continued on p7 
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he pandemic even tightened 
the commitment of the RCI 

Central Visayas to deliver the pro-
grams and projects in order to 
achieve the two-pronged goal of 
the NCI-SRD— reduce poverty and 
increase the income of farmers 
and fisherfolk. 

Despite the  COVID-19 pandemic, 
the RCI Central Visayas extends 
programs to the farmers and con-
stituents of the Carood Water-
shed Convergence Area. The lock-
down of borders and the closure 
of food establishments resulted in 
a decrease in the demand for agri-
cultural products which had a neg-
ative effect on the farmers’ in-
come. To keep the financial re-
sources of farmers afloat in these 
difficult times, the convergence 
agencies have created assistance 
programs to pump up the finan-
cial resources of marginal farmers. 
 
Atty. Salvador Diputado, DA Re-
gional Executive Director and 
chairperson of the RCI Central Lu-
zon, said that...continued on p6 

T 

NCI-SRD WELCOMES NEW CHAIRPERSONS OF CWGS  
by:  Ram Bernal and Justine Devela, National Secretariat 

CENTRAL VISAYAS RENEWS  
COMMITMENT TO CAROOD 
WATERSHED DURING THE 

PANDEMIC 
by:  Anna Delza Barimbao, RCI TWG 

Central Visayas 

The women of the ARCs in Carood  
received a complete start-up livelihood 

for layers during the pandemic. 

Director Ric Enriquez, PhD., CESO III 
CD CWG, DENR-Human Resource  

Development Service 

OUTGOING CWG CHAIRPERSONS 

Director Garland Leila Cuarteros 
PA CWG, DAR– Policy Research Service 

OIC-Director Honorio Flameño, PhD 
KM CWG, DA-Information and  

Communications Technology Service 

As the National Convergence Initiative for Sustainable Rural Develop-
ment (NCI-SRD) continues to pave the way for sustainable growth and 
economic development in rural convergence areas, it welcomes new 
chairpersons to lead its four (4) component working groups (CWGs) to 
greater heights. 
 
The NCI-SRD sets the stage for its new chairpersons who are expected 
to steer the CWGs through the next three (3) years of notable advance-
ment in the field of agriculture and ecosystem management, aggressive 
physical expansion in the convergence areas, and considerable eco-
nomic progress in the countryside. 
 
While we welcome the incoming CWG chairpersons, the NCI-SRD 
would like to thank the service and unending support of the outgoing 
CWG chairpersons who directed the CWGs to where they are today. 
Truly, convergence works! ### 
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CENTRAL VISAYAS RENEWS... 

...continued from p5 

more than 20,000 farmers in 
Carood received a grant of P5T 
each during the height of the pan-
demic in May to assist rice farm-
ers who till one hectare or less 
from the DA. 
 
Jose Duites of Barangay Boyoan, 
Candijay, said that he used the 
cash assistance to buy farm inputs 
and other personal needs during 
the quarantine period. He added 
that it was a big help to him who 
was affected during the lockdown. 
Knowing that the agriculture sec-
tor plays an important role in the 
recovery efforts of the  Philippine 
economy during the pandemic, 
the DA  through the Agricultural 
Credit Policy Council (ACPC) ap-
proved loan assistance to margin-
al farmers and fisherfolk. 
 
Feve Villa, 54 years old from Ubay, 
Bohol, has 12 children and she tills 
a half-hectare farm. She said she 
did not recover her losses from an 
investment on a fishpond. Since 
the DA offered the SURE-Aid Re-
covery Project in support of the 
Plant, Plant, Plant Program, she 
took the opportunity to avail of 
the P25T  loan to invest in rice 
farming. 
 
Adding the list of agencies 
granting deliverables to the 
Carood areas is the  Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI) which con-
ducted training on organic agricul-
ture in the municipalities of Pilar 
and Guindulman to 26 farmers 
who later on shared their 
knowledge with 500 other farm-
ers. All 500 farmers received start-
er kits  to plant vegetables. ### 

OUR CHAIRPERSONS IN ACTION 

INCOMING CWG CHAIRPERSONS 

Deputy Director Rosana Mula, PhD 
CD CWG, DA–Agricultural Training  

Institute 

Deputy Director Rowena Genete 
AFFECBD CWG, DA-Agribusiness and 

Marketing Assistance 

OIC- Director Melinda Capistrano 
PA CWG, DENR-Policy and Planning  

Service 

Director Cleon Lester Chavez 
KM CWG, DAR-Public Assistance and  

Media Relations Service 
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DA NORTHERN MINDANAO HANDS OVER P6.3-M AGRI INTERVENTIONS... 

The intervention is a pilot project of DA Northern 
Mindanao in Lanao del Norte, subject to cost-
efficiency assessment and feedback from the recipi-
ents before widespread implementation. 
 
Meanwhile, the 300-square meter warehouse rises 
inside Lanao del Norte’s Provincial Nursery and 
Seeds Farm (PNSF) in Kapatagan town with a storage 
capacity of 306 metric tons. 
 
It is strategically situated and accessible to the mu-
nicipalities of Sultan Naga Dimaporo, Lala, Sapad, 
Tubod, Baroy, Nunungan, Salvador and Baroy. 
 
It will be utilized to shelter DA-granted farm equip-
ment, farm inputs such as fertilizers and seeds, and 
harvested palay of bonafide farmers in the province. 
Said warehouse will also serve as the field office of 
the province’s Agricultural Technicians (ATs) and Ag-
ricultural Extension Workers (AEWs). 
 
In his message, Director Collado commends the Pro-
vincial Government of Lanao del Norte in its effort of 
helping the rice farmers in the province by buying 
their produce at a higher rate, amid the plunging pa-
lay farmgate price. 
 
He urged the Provincial Agriculture Office to propose 
for the establishment of more and bigger rice mills in 
the province, enabling the province to independent-
ly produce its own market and consumption-ready 
rice supply. 

...continued from p4 

“As the national winner of the Rice Achiever Awards, 
Lanao del Norte should continually strive to upscale 
its rice production programs. You need to pinpoint 
the agricultural assistance needed by our farmers, 
especially in this pandemic. Propose the desired pro-
jects, so that we will be able to allocate the required 
funding,” Collado called unto the local agriculturists. 
“As food security frontliners, we need to stay active 
in mobilizing assistance needed by our farmers amid 
the uncertainties of this crisis. We need to ensure 
food security,” he stressed. 
 
For her part, Letecia G. Ditucalan, Lanao del Norte’s 
Provincial Agriculturist said, the warehouse will be 
optimally utilized to secure the farmers' seeds, 
providing them proper storage facility. 
 

“This facility is of great help in protecting 

our farmers’ seeds, pieces of machinery, and 

equipment. However, to help solve our farm-

ers' problems we need to think outside the 

box, work together, and go the extra mile in 

serving our farming constituents.”  

 
“We are grateful for DA Northern Mindanao for 
granting us this project. We dream of this facility to 
resemble DA Northern Mindanao’s research center. 
The construction of this warehouse is a step closer to 
that dream,” Ditucalan accounted. 
 
In 2021, Lanao del Norte will be granted another agri 
infrastructure project from DA Northern Mindanao 
for the construction of a P10 million cold storage in 
Lala, Lanao del Norte. 
 
“This facility is of great help in protecting our farm-
ers’ seeds, pieces of machinery, and equipment. How-
ever, to help solve our farmers' problems we need to 
think outside the box, work together, and go the ex-
tra mile in serving our farming constituents,” Audy G. 
Maagad, DA Northern Mindanao’s Field Operations 
Division OIC-Chief remarked. ### 

Director Carlene Collado delivering his speech 
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FARMERS, BLGUs—TARGET AUDIENCE OF AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENT IEC CAMPAIGNS 
IN ZAMBOANGA PENINSULA CONVERGENCE AREAS  

by: Winnielyn Cariaso and Cherry Cadiz, RCI TWG Zamboanga Peninsula 

UNGAWAN, ZAMBOANGA 
SIBUGAY – Amid the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Depart-

ment of Agriculture Regional Field 
Office 9 (DA RFO 9) and the De-
partment of Environment and 
Natural Resources RFO 9 (DENR 
RFO 9) have conducted an infor-
mation and education campaign 
(IEC) on the Water Code of the 
Philippines (PD 1067) and the DA 
Corn Program to capacitate their 
stakeholders. 
 

On separate occasions, local envi-
ronment officers, people’s organi-
zation leaders, local government 
units’ law enforcers, and farmers 
were target participants of DA and 

T 

DENRs IEC activities this year. The DENR Water Resources Utilization Section Chief, Arcel A. Candido, along 
with the DENR-WSUS personnel visited six barangays in Tungawan; namely:  Libertad, Baluran, Masao, 
Tigbanuang, Upper Tungawan, and Lower Tunganwan, to disseminate proper information and policies on 
Water Code, specifically on the protection of foreshore lands, installations, construction near rivers, shores, 
and lakes; and the limitations of land cultivation in these areas. 
 
The DA, on the other hand, conducted a Corn Roadshow in barangay Loboc on October 14, 2020. Around 100 
farmers were invited to attend the activity while maintaining standard health protocols. The corn roadshow 
opened discussions on corn production management, aflatoxins management, BIO-N applications, corn pests 
prevention, management and control, and corn feeds identification and soil testing. 
 
Resource speakers came from DA Regional Crop Protection Center, Nora Sabellano and Anacleto Quilantang, 
BIO-N focal person Merlinda Garnica, RAFAL Staff Harvey Engreso, and DA9 Regional Corn Program Coordina-
tor Tessie Montano. 
 
Each farmer participant was given a pack of BIO-N, 1 kilo of OPV Corn seeds, Corn Metarizhium, and Corn In-
formation and Communication Materials towards the end of the activity. Mr. Ariel Alvarez, Tunganwa Munic-
ipal Agriculturist, expressed his gratitude towards the NCI-SRD Convergence agencies. 
 
“To DA and DENR, thank you for continuously visiting Tungawan and for providing agriculture assistance de-
spite heavy rains, and the threats of Covid-19. We hope you will always assist our farmers in terms of bringing 
new information to help us understand new technologies, as well as learn new policies to be able to produce 
high harvest and good income,” he said. 
 
Definitely, Convergence Works! ### 

Corn Roadshow farmer – participants in barangay Lobo, Tungawan read agriculture 
information materials on corn production management and soil management at the 

Loboc Covered Court in the Municipality of Tungawan, Zamboanga Sibugay on       
October 14, 2020.  
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ALAYBALAY CITY,  
BUKIDNON— The DA and 

other relevant government arms re-
cently collaborated in a strategic bid 
of upholding local food security as a 
significant part of nation-building in 
indigent areas. 
 
DA Northern Mindanao Regional Ex-
ecutive Director, Carlene Collado, 
believes that adlay, an indigenous 
crop, can be a new game-changer 
cereal for the next couple of years 
and it might be the next big thing. 
 
“In an approach to achieve food secu-
rity and build sustained peace in pov-
erty-stricken communities, the former 
lowly crop known as adlay is now 
highly regarded as a champion Filipi-
no peace and food security crop com-
modity,” she said. 
 
Director Collado reported that aside 
from adlay production technologies, 
various adlay-based food and non-
food products have already been de-
veloped thru research in a bid to di-
versify income and livelihoods in pov-
erty-stricken communities in North-
ern Mindanao. These products, de-
veloped by the Northern Mindanao 
Agricultural Crops and Livestock Re-
search Complex (NMACLRC) in  

M 

ADLAY EYED AS FOOD SECURITY CROP IN POVERTY-STRICKEN COMMUNITIES 
by: Mae Odimyrl A. Morales, RCI TWG Northern Mindanao 

“..the former lowly crop 

known as adlay is now 

highly regarded as a 

champion Filipino 

peace and food security 

crop commodity.” 

Dalwangan, Malaybalay City include 
breakfast cereals, wines, cookies, 
and chips. 
 
Fast facts on adlay, the food securi-
ty crop 
 
Adlay, a traditional crop that comes 
from the same family as that rice 
and corn, is now currently celebrat-
ed with its potential as an additional 
staple food crop for the Filipino. It is 
a nutritionally-dense food crop that 
is an ideal nutritional food for all 
ages. Milled adlay looks and tastes 
like rice, although the grains are a 
bit larger. It is low in glycemic index 
which makes it ideal for diabetics. 
 
Traditionally, adlay is also used as 
medicine with its medicinal proper-
ties  and is also processed into  oth-
er food products. Variants of adlay-
based dishes including Adlay caldo, 
deli, steamed adlay, and the likes 
were served and took particular in-
terest among participants of the 
visit. 
 
Adlay generally thrives even in areas 
with lesser water compared to rice 
and corn. It can also be grown or-
ganically as it can tolerate pests and 
diseases, thereby requiring  no 

chemical pesticides in its production. 
 
The DA provided seeds of Adlay and 
other crops, farm inputs, pieces of 
machinery, production technology 
training, and other support mecha-
nisms to beef up productive agricul-
tural activities in the poverty-stricken 
communities. 
 
In another development, the govern-
ment is also working closely in fine-
tuning the adlay production technol-
ogies. The adlay research program 
has also identified recommendable 
adlay lines and varieties for commer-
cial products that could suit for high-
er yield and income for adlay farm-
ers. ### 



10 

NCI-SRD Digest  Issue 02 | July—December 2020 

 

he Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) dis-
tributed farm production inputs under farm 
productivity assistance to Agrarian Reform Ben-

eficiaries (Component 2) and livelihood support for 
rural women in a crisis situation (Component 3) to 
34 qualified ARBs from two ARBOs in the municipali-
ty of Barbaza, Antique. 

T 

ARBS FROM BARBAZA RECEIVE FARM INPUTS FROM DAR 
by: RCI TWG Western Visayas 

PARPO II Florentino D. Siladan led the project distri-
bution held at the conference hall of Barbaza 
Farmer’s Irrigation Association (BFIA) Inc., July 13, 
2020. 
 
In his message, he said that the project is the agen-
cy’s response to the call to deliver services to its cli-
ents who are greatly affected by the health crisis. He 
also emphasized that the project aims to mitigate 
the impact of the community quarantine measures 
on the agrarian sectors in the community. 
 
“The 34 beneficiaries from Barbaza are expected to 
produce vegetables and crops that would support 
the continual food supply in the community.  

Distribution of farm inputs to the Barbaza Farmers Irrigators Association Inc. 

The project doesn’t end with the mere distribution of 
farm inputs but the agency would help in linking 
your harvest to the identified markets together with 
our partner agencies such as the local government 
unit,” Siladan said. Also, present during the event is 
Mayor Gerry C. Necor who also delivered a mes-
sage. 

“On behalf of the people of Barbaza, we would like 
to extend our gratitude to the Department of Agrari-
an Reform for the agricultural assistance they have 
provided. I hope these farm inputs would be benefi-
cial and would help you during these trying times”, 
Necor said. 
 
Two ARBO leaders, BFIA president Jose Mario Rico 
Magtulis and Esparar MPC chairperson Celia E. Vil-
laram, delivered their message of gratitude. They 
extended their gratitude for being DAR’s partner or-
ganizations for years in various project implementa-
tions and irrigation projects. 
 
Words of Commitment were also heard from ARB  
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 recipients who committed to value the farm productivity assistance received 
from the department. 
 
In her closing remarks, MARPO Vicky O. Sandoy thanked everyone who was pre-
sent during the distribution activity for their continual support and the time al-
lotted despite their busy schedules. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The assistance under Component 2 consists of starter kits for crop production 
such as seeds, fertilizer, and necessary farm tools. Meanwhile, women ARBS un-
der Component 3 received 15thousand worth of farm inputs consisting of seeds, 
vermicompost, humus/plant stimulant, rake, hoe, sprinkler, plastic drum, spad-
ing fork, pail and dipper. ### 
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CONTACT DETAILS     
For further information, you 

may reach us through the fol-

lowing: 

Social Media 

Facebook: fb.com/

nationalconvergence 

Email 

ncisrd@da.gov.ph 

Phone 

+632-8-929-5683 /         

+632-8-929-4927  

Address                       
2nd floor, Bureau of Soils and 

Water Management, Visayas 

Avenue corner Elliptical Road, 

Diliman, Quezon City 

ADVANCING DESPITE ADVERSITY 
by: RCI TWG Northern Mindanao 

t has been 8 months and Covid 19 
still continues its spread of fear 

forcing us to deal with the new nor-
mal. Inconvenience, stress, depres-
sion, financial setbacks the list goes on 
yet we remain hopeful that this too 
shall pass and will survive along with 
our stakeholders. 
 
102 Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries 
(ARBs) of Misamis Oriental Province 
received Farm Productivity Assistance 
under the PaSSOver : ARBold Move for 
Deliverance of our Farmers from 
COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 
Each beneficiary received vegetables 
and high valued crop production in-
puts of their choice (good for a 750  

I square meters production area).  
 
The 102 ARBs are all members of 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries Or-
ganization fully assisted and part-
ners of DAR in development projects 
in their respective areas.  
 
With a sigh of relief, the ARBs/ 
Smallholder Farmers (SHFs) in the 
area of Mt. Balatukan Range of 
Misamis Oriental were over-
whelmed with gratitude in receiving 
the farm/livelihood supports, easing 
their hard situations amidst adversi-
ty. Distribution to other municipali-
ties  are still on- going to benefit the 
total targeted 2,185 ARBs of 
Misamis Oriental. ### 
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